
Monroe County Municipal Waste Management Authority 

Committee on Litter Prevention, Control and Cleanup 

Minutes of the March 26, 2015 meeting 

 

Roll Call: 

The following committee members were present: Chairman Theresa Merli, Jim Becker, Ann Pilcher, 

Edward Cramer, Jay Borger, John Woodling, and Don Miller.  Waste Authority staff members 

present:  Jim Lambert, Cindy Parks, & Captain Jackie Bagu. 

 

Old Business: 

Monthly operational update:  Captain Bagu spoke about the ARD program and roadside litter. 

The 2014 totals for the program were 663 bags collected by 77 participants which completed 975 

hours of community service.  Due to the inclement weather the ARD program has been unable to 

pick litter and will resume on March 27th.  We have also received two juvenile participants from 

Judge Riley’s court, which we will be scheduling around their school schedules.  

Deer Collection: In 2014, a total of 882 were collected in comparison to 2013 where a total of 737 

deer were collected. 

Roadside Litter:  We have been notified, Brushy Mountain Road is heavily littered from the Stroud 

Township side, intersection of Route 447 to the Middle Smithfield Township area intersecting with 

Reservoir Road.  In addition, we also received a complaint regarding Brown Street also being 

heavily littered up to Route 447 and the borough line.  

Roadside Litter complaints: Chestnuthill Township:  We received a complaint from a resident 

regarding litter along Lakeside Drive. No evidence was found and the complainant did clean it up. 

Jackson/Paradise Townships:  We received complaints from the Township Zoning Officers 

regarding (3) individual dumpsites. All three dumpsites contained evidence leading to the same 

individuals. All three individuals pled guilty to sum of $250.00 ($25, $25 and 2-$100.00 payments)  

Tobyhanna Township: A complaint was submitted to our department regarding (3) bags of 

household garbage dumped on Route 940 close to Wagner Forest. We were unable to retrieve 

any evidence and the township picked up the bags. 

 

Jim Lambert spoke about Deputy Chief Pete Tambasco retiring.  Interviews have taken place to 

replace him and we hired a gentleman from Chestnuthill Township, who has 20 years of 

experience in the New York police department.  He will be starting sometime in the early part of 



April.  April being a very busy month with roadside litter clean ups and residents calling about 

illegal dumping issues. 

Membership and bylaws update:  Jim Lambert address the committee about two changes that 

have been approved by the Waste Authority board.  One change being: A quorum for formal 

recommendations to the Authority Board will be a majority of those in attendance of the 

meetings.  The second change being: Meeting schedule to be determined at the first meeting of 

the year as determined on the basis of need by the committee.  Litter committee meetings are 

set by the committee at the first meeting of the year. 

Jim Lambert spoke about the scheduled litter collections between March 1 and May 31, 2015.  

Keep PA beautiful is a wonderful program.  We have scheduled litter collections during the week 

of Earth Day.  April 21 the authority is cleaning Route 115, April 22 we are doing a clean-up in 

memory of Joe Bastisto,.  We have scheduled April 23 for the litter committee to do a clean-up of 

611.   

Irene Reed stated that the ramps near the Red Lobster have been adopted by a business. We will 

be cleaning Rt. 611 from Rimrock Road to Studebaker Restaurant.  

Jim also mentioned he would like to schedule a clean-up with the Chamber of Commerce 

Environmental Committee in that same time period.  

Jim spoke again in more detail about the litter clean up in memory of Joe Bastisto.  We are 

working with the mayor and Mt. Pocono bough and the Bastisto family on this event.  We are 

doing a lot of advertising asking for volunteers to help.  We would also like to get the residents 

and the businesses to clean up.  We are asking the larger stores to get a group together to clean 

up their areas.  

Jim Lambert mentioned the electronics event that is coming up on April 25th at the Monroe 

County Conservation District (Kettlecreek) in 2013 we were prepared for a big turnout and only 

had a handful of electronics dropped off.  In 2014 we were not prepared for the huge turnout, 

and filled a tractor trailer with electronics.  Thankfully Craig Todd and a few others helped out.  

This year we are preparing for a big crowd.  

Most of the townships are having a bulk cleanup in April and May.  We are collecting the 

electronics at the clean ups.  There are so many going on at once we are not able to be at each 

and every one of them.  

The Wildlands Conservancy purchased a parcel of land known at the Hasse Parcel that had a lot 

of dumping on it.  They have scheduled a clean-up of the property on May 2nd and have a lot of 

volunteers to help.  The property is off of Stoney Hollow Road.  There are a lot of wet lands on 

the property but the plan is to make walking and riding trails on the property.  The Authority is 



helping with the organizing and providing materials for the clean-up and is asking Tunkhannock 

Township to help as well. 

Jim Lambert spoke about the 61 illegal dump sites in the county and of the 61 all have been 

cleaned up except 1 of the sites.  This one site is in Eldred Township and is owned by a bank, 

there is a hunting club that is leasing the property.  The property has a lot of tires on site that 

need to be cleaned up.  Captain Bagu has spoken with the property manager and there is a plan 

to clean it up, we just don’t know when that will be. 

Another site is Memory Town. The dump site is mainly piles of old building and a small portion 

of new trash has been dumped there.  Captain Bagu has spoken to a representative of that 

property.  He was told by Michael Baxter that the property was cleaned up.  She estimated about 

8 dumpsters will be needed to clean up this property.  It is mainly the property owner’s 

responsibility to get it cleaned up.  Jim Becker would like an update on the property. 

There is a dump site on Toll Road and we are asking Chestnuthill Township to take the lead on 

this.  The site is behind a guard rail and down a bank.  There is so much trash there that it looks 

like a landfill.  The concern is once it is cleaned up, how do we stop people from dumping there?  

It is hard to access because it is steep and on a curve.  We were told there is a way to get to it 

from the bottom but must get permission to go through private property.  

Don Miller spoke about an illegal dump site in Paradise Township. We are willing to assist in the 

clean-up if the property owner takes the lead and the financial responsibility for the property.  

Hopefully Paradise Township will help also. 

Jim Becker spoke about a dumpsite on Rt. 314 in Pocono Township and it has been cleaned up. 

Jim Lambert would like to do another stream clean up this year. 

Don Miller spoke about a stream that has a lot of tire in it that could possibly be considered for 

clean-up. 

New Business: 

Jim Lambert spoke about a Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Surveillance Camera Program that is 

available to municipalities.  There will be responsibilities that go along with getting the 

equipment.   

Pennsylvania Environmental Council is establishing an affiliation of KAB for the Northeast PA.  It 

will be a 6 county committee. Jim Lambert will be the representative for Monroe County. 

There was discussion about the problem with tires in the county and the availability of bringing 

tires to our site. 

Motion to adjourned by Ann Pilcher and seconded by Ed Cramer at 9:35 a.m. 

Next Meeting is July 23rd. 



 


